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April 1, 2025 
 
The Honorable Brandon Creighton 
Chair, Senate Committee on Education K-16 
Sam Houston Building, #440 
Austin, Texas 78701 
 
RE: Written Testimony on Senate Bill 2253 as filed 
 
Dear Chairman Creighton and Members of the Committee: 
 
We want to thank Chairman Creighton for filing SB 2253 to help our schools during a nationwide 
teacher shortage. The members of the Texas Association of School Administrators share the 
Chairman’s concerns and appreciate his willingness to search for solutions to the vacancy crisis.  
 
In addition to the problems in recruiting and retaining effective educators, especially in high-need 
areas and hard-to-staff schools there are challenges due to the decrease in the number of educator 
preparation programs and newly certified teachers while student enrollment has increased. We offer 
the following considerations on SB 2253: 
 

• In 2009-10: Texas had 158 Educator Preparation Programs and produced 26.9K newly certified 
teachers. 

• In 2023-24: Texas had 118 Educator Preparation Programs and produced 17.7K newly certified 
teachers.  

 
*In Summary: There has been a 25% drop in the number of Educator Preparation Programs and 
a 34% drop in the number of newly certified teachers in the past 14 years, as student enrollment 
increased 14% during that period. (*See full chart page 2.) 
 
We hope that you will take note of these percentages as you deliberate on provisions that may limit 
innovative options that allow districts to staff their campuses. We look forward to working with you and 
other members of the Texas Legislature as the bill moves forward. Please don’t hesitate to contact me 
with any questions. 

 
Respectfully, 

 

 
 

Casey McCreary, Ed.D. 
Associate Executive Director, Education Policy 
Texas Association of School Administrators 
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* 
SCHOOL YEAR # EDUCATOR 

PREPARATION 
PROGRAMS (source: 

TEA) 

# NEWLY CERTIFIED 
TEACHERS 

(source: TEA) 

STUDENT 
ENROLLMENT (source: 

PEIMS) 

2009-10 158 26.9K 4,847,844  
2010-11 167 26.1K 4,933,617  
2011-12 164 20.1K 4,998,579  
2012-13 159 22.9K 5,075,840  
2013-14 146 26.2K 5,151,925  
2014-15 145 28.2K 5,232,065  
2015-16 145 28.1K 5,299,728  
2016-17 140 27.5K 5,359,127  
2017-18 136 25.8K 5,399,682  
2018-19 134 24.1K 5,431,910  
2019-20 130 24.2K 5,493,940  
2020-21 133 25.3K 5,371,586  
2021-22 127 23.1K 5,427,370  
2022-23 119 21.2K 5,518,432  
2023-24 118 17.7K 5,531,236 

 
 

https://tea4avcastro.tea.state.tx.us/oess/edrs/regional-dashboards/
https://tea4avcastro.tea.state.tx.us/oess/edrs/regional-dashboards/
https://rptsvr1.tea.texas.gov/adhocrpt/adste.html

