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April 1, 2025 
 
The Honorable Brandon Creighton 
Chair, Senate Committee on Education K-16 
Sam Houston Building, #440 
Austin, Texas 78701 
 
RE: Written Testimony on Senate Bill 1962 as filed 
 
Dear Chairman Creighton and Members of the Committee: 
 
We recognize Chairman Bettencourt and his filing of Senate Bill 1962 relating to our public school 
accountability system. We appreciate the provision that requires the commissioner to study the 
CCMR indicators to determine their correlation with postsecondary success, including the 
correlation of industry certifications with wages and available jobs. We also believe the provision 
that would require the commissioner to issue “what if” reports for each of the two years preceding 
a score increase would be helpful to school communities. We are sharing additional thoughts on 
some of the bill’s provisions below. 
 
Considerations on test validity 
SECTION 3, Section 39.023 (a-11) pp. 1-2, PDF version as filed 

• A crucial component of test development is to have the test’s reliability and validity be 
reviewed and determined by an independent, third-party expert. 

• Maintain the provision that allows the commissioner to select an entity, independent of 
TEA and the test developer, to determine test validity. 

• Remove the provision that allows the assessment advisory committee members appointed 
by the commissioner to determine test validity as these committees are not independent 
of TEA or the commissioner. 

 
Considerations for performance indicators 
SECTION 5, Section 39.053, pp. 4, and 7, PDF version as filed 

• Revise the provision that allows military readiness to be demonstrated by passing an 
ASVAB and successful completion of a JROTC program by replacing “and” with “or”. 

• STAAR tests are criterion-referenced tests based on our state curriculum framework, the 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS). NAEP tests are also considered criterion-
referenced tests but are not based on TEKS standards which Texas teachers are required to 
teach. It is not clear how the correlation between the two would be measured. 

• Remove the goal of ranking in the top five states nationally on NAEP scores within 15 years 
or replace it with a goal which can be directly correlated with the requirement that the 
commissioner increase the rigor used to determine overall performance ratings. 
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Considerations for provisions related to performance ratings 
SECTION 7, Section 39.054, pp. 11-13, PDF version as filed 

• If the commissioner is not able to issue performance ratings by the August 15 deadline in a 
year that the performance standards change, allow the prior year ratings to remain in 
place. 

• Maintain the current statute that requires the commissioner to ensure a performance 
evaluation allows all districts and campuses the mathematical possibility to receive an “A” 
rating and strike the new provision that only requires the commissioner to do so “to the 
extent practicable”. 

 
Considerations for the adoption of indicators and standards 
SECTION 8, Section 39.0541 and SECTION 9, Section 39.0542, p. 13, PDF version as filed 

• District administrators and teachers need to know the accountability measures, methods 
and procedures that will be used to evaluate performance prior to the start of a school 
year. Provisions that permit the commissioner to change standards at any time and that 
remove the requirement that the commissioner provide a document outlining those 
expectations prior to a school year would make it challenging for a district to plan 
appropriately and would not be in the best interest of students. 

• Please maintain the current statute that requires that information be provided to a district 
in writing prior to the start of a school year. 

 
Considerations for the retroactive provisions 
SECTION 22, PP. 23-24, PDF version of the bill as filed 

• The provisions that would apply retroactively beginning with the 2022-23 school year, 
would not be helpful to a school community years after the fact. Please consider removing 
the retroactive provision. 

• Maintain the overall implementation date of the 2027-28 school year. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input and recommendations on SB 1962. We look 
forward to working with Chairman Bettencourt and other members of the Texas Legislature as the 
bill moves forward. Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions. 

 
Respectfully, 

 

 
 

Casey McCreary, Ed.D. 
Associate Executive Director, Education Policy 
Texas Association of School Administrators 
 
 


